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DIALOGUE  IV. 

Parishioner.  I  liave  a  seveutli  ohjec- 
iioii  to  tilt*  jM-eacliiny;  ol*  tliese  tloctriiius, 
i*spt*cially  iu  the  time  ol*  a  reviva!.  'I'hosc 
wild  preach  tlieiu  do  not  have  so  ureat 
success  in  their  iiilnistry,  as  those  who  do 
not.  Wliile  tho^e  who  preach  those  doc- 
tiines  have  few  ailditionsto  their  oh urcl)-’ 
Os,  those  who  preach  differeiitlv  have 
larjie  and  llourishiiij;  c  iiur»  lies,  and  {^reat 
aduilioiis  to  tliein.  And  fewer  instancies 
of  hopeful  conversion  talie  place  in  revi¬ 
vals,  where  these  doctrines  are  preached, 
than  wliere  thicyare  lu/. 

•,^Iihisfer.  I  have  several  answers  to 
jrive  to  this  objection — 1.  I  think  it  needs 
proof,  that  tliose  wlio  do  not  jireach  these 
doctrines,  have  more  success  in  tlieir 
ministry,  tlian  those  vvlio  th).  My  ac- 
tiaintanre  v.  ifh  the  past, and  present  state 
of  the  rin  istian  world,  leads  me  to  a  ve- 
I  V  dilferent  conclusion.  1  f  by  success  in 
tiic  minislrv,  you  mean,  the  number  of 
souls  liopehilly  converted,  I  think  it  a- 
hn^^dantiy  cviilent,  thal  those  Vvho  have 
r.iithfully  and  plainly  preaciieii  these  doc- 
trines.havcli.nl.bj  far, the^reate^t success. 
Head  the  history  of  ilie  revivals  v\hic.h 
have  taken  place  iti  the  Americancliurch- 
**s,  fur  llie  hiNt  fd ty  years,  and  you  will 
find,  that  by  far  tlie  Cjreatest  part  cf  tl.Oiii 
have  taken  place  under  the  preacliin^  of 
liiese  tloctrines,'and  tliosc  connected  with 
them. 

2.  If  individual  cases  should  be  found, 
of  ministers  who  preached  lltese  iloctrines, 
who  had  little  sutcess,  and  of  others  who 
di<l  not  preach  them  so  tully,  who  had 
;sreat  success,  it  would  .lot  follow  that 
the  want  of  success  in  tlie  one  was  l4>  be 
ascribed  to  his  preaching  these  doctrines, 
nor  tliat  the  sncce5>uf  the  other  was  to  he 
ascribed  to  his  foihearingto])reach  them. 
Success,  or  want  of  success,  is  no  rule  of 
duty.  The  personal  ministry  of  our  Lord 
had  very  little  success.  The  minister  of 
the  gospel  is  to  preach  as  God  has  com- 
liiandcd  him)  alfd  God  will  take  care  of 


the  consequences.  If  the  minister 
iiiithful.  he  does  his  dutv,  and  will  have 
(he  a])probfition  of  his  Lord  and  Master 
accordingly,  wiietli'er  l;is  ministry  lua^ 
been  successful  or  inisucces^fid.  It  is 
the  prerogative  of  God  to  bless  his  vvoid* 
and  make  it  instrumental  in  the  conver¬ 
sion  of  sinners,  r.  hefiever  it  seems  good 
in  liis  sight.  'I’he  faithful  prcacldng  of 
Ids  word  is  to  be  a  savor  of  life  unto  life 
to  sjnne,  and  a  savor  of  death  unto  death 
to  (T hers.  If  one  faithful  minister  shotdd 
not  be  instrumental  in  the  conversion  ol 
so  many  souls  as  another,  it  would  not 
f.dlow  t!iat  lie  was  not  instrumental  in 
blinking  as  much  glory  to  (iod.  lit*  may 
be  itistrumentul  in  comforting  and  edify¬ 
ing  the  saints,  and  prepaiing  them  for 
heaven  ;  ami  lii<  labors  will  imt  be  lost, 
even  upon  tloj  wicked.  The  same  rain 
and  snii-.^liine  tliat  ripens  the  vvheati  ri¬ 
pens  also  tile  tares.  And  (jiod  hath  said, 
“M  V  won!  shall  not  return  unto  me  void, 
but  it  shall  accomplish  that  which  I  please, 
aiivl  it  sliall  prosper  in  tlie  thing  whereto 
1  sent  it.” 

S.  I  think  huge  deductions  Are  to  be 
made  from  the  apparent  success  which 
soineiimes  attends  the  preaching  of  thasc 
who  do  net  preach  these  iloct l  ines,  nor  a- 
ny  oilier  dociiliics  in  a  distinguishing 
manner.  They  sometimes  have  laige  and 
nourishing  churches,  as  they  are  culled; 
tliat  is,  great  numbers  belong  to  their 
tlmrches.  But  I  very  much  feari  that 
many  indulge  a  hope  that  they  are  chriv 
tlans,  and  unite  with  their  churches,  who 
would  not  do  it,  if  they  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  healing  discriminating  pi  et-  ching* 
'J'hey  feel  some  little  seriousness  i  and 
having  never  had  the  character  of  God 
wlcaiiy  exhibited,  tliey  have  never  been 
sensible  of  their  enmity  against  !iim,  but 
suppose  tliey  are  his  friends;  and  sb 
make  a  profession  of  roligioiij  without 
having  been  the  subjects  of  a  change  of 
heart.  In  this  way  it  comes  to  pas^,  that 
more  instances  of  hope  occur  in  a  revival 
where  these  iloctrines  are  not  preached, 
than  wliere  they  are.  ,  I  have  beeii  ac^ 
quainted  with  some  churtlies,  where  I 
thought  there  was  great  reason  to  feat 
that  thip  was  the  case  with  a  large  poti 
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tion  of  their  meinbei’s.  Shoulil  this  be 
the  case  uiuler  the  ininisti  v  of  any  man, 
the  number  of  members  his  churcli  con¬ 
tained  would  be  no  evidence  of  the  real 
success  of  his  ministry.  And  1  have 
been  acquainted  with  some  revivals, 
where  these  doctrines  were  not  much  in¬ 
sisted  on,  where  many  of  them  who  ob¬ 
tained  a  hope,  w'cre  as  much  opposed  to 
these  doctrines  as  they  had  been  before. 
But  if  these  doctrines  arc  true,  and  give 
a  correct  view  of  the  divine  character,  all 
opposition  to  them  is  opposition  to  Gml. 
And  what  is  the  character  of  those  con- 
yersions,  which  leave  the  heart  full  of  the 
most  decided  enmity  and  opposition  to 
God  ?  1  have  no  doubt,  that  if  I  should 

forbear  to  preach  these  doctrines  during 
this  revival,  we  should  have  more  instan¬ 
ces  of  hope;  but  I  very  much  fear  that 
we  should  have  fewer  real  Christians. — 
And  I  think  it  more  tlesirable  that  a  few 
should  become  real  Christians,  than  that 
many  should  be  deceived,  and  unite  with 
the  church,  without  having  tlieir  hearts 
reconciled  to  God, 

P,  I  have  an  eighth  objection  against 
the  preaching  of  these  doctrines.  Many 
of  the  greatest  and  best  ministers  in  our 
country  do  not  preach  them.  Your  pre¬ 
decessor  in  this  society  was  universally 
esteemed  as  a  great  and  good  man.  He 
believed  these  doctrines  to  be  true ;  but 
he  very  seldom  touched  upon  them  in  his 
public  discourses.  We  all  regarded  him 
as  a  very  wise  and  prudent  minister,  and 
one  whose  example  is  worthy  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed. 

I  am  willing  to  admit  that  your 
former  minister  was  a  much  greater,  and 
a  much  better  man,  tlian  myself.  But 
before  his  example  can  be  pleaded,  as  a 
rule  of  iluty,  we  must  have  evidence  tliat 
he  was  something  more  than  a  mere  man. 
If  he  was  a  mere  man,  he  was  liable  to 
err  in  judgment,  and  to  err  in  practice. — 
If  all  the  great  and  good  men  in  the 
world  should  agree,  it  would  not  be  quite 
certain  that  they  were  not  in  a  mistake, 
unless  their  opinion  and  j  ractice  were 
sanctioned  by  the  Bible.  But,  without 
wishing  to  say  any  thing  to  the  disadvan¬ 
tage  of  your  former  minister,  1  would  ob¬ 
serve,  that  a  man’s  being  generally  es¬ 
teemed  as  a  great  and  goml  man,  does 
not  prove  him  to  be  so.  Whether  a  man 
9liaU  be  universally  csteejned  as  a  great 


and  good  man,  depends  upon  the  voice  of 
the  multitude.  And  the  multitude  will 
give  rtheir  voice  in  his  favor,  or  not,  ac¬ 
cording  as  they  like  or  dislike  him.  But 
the  great  mass  of  mankind,  you  know,  are 
enemies  to  God.  The  more  any  man  is 
like  God,  the  more  will  the  enemies  of 
God  dislike  him.  We  must  conclude, 
therefore,  I  think,  that  if  any  man  stands 
very  high  in  the  esteem  and  affection  of 
tlmse  who  are  enemies  to  God,  that  cir¬ 
cumstance  does  not  afford  the  best  proof 
that  he  is  really  a  very  great  and  good 
man.  And  further,  1  would  observe,  that 
those  ministers  who  arc  really  great  and 
goorl  men,  are  exposed  to  very  strong 
temptations  to  keep  back  and  disguise 
important  truths.  They  are  not  insensi¬ 
ble  to  the  gratification  which  is  aftbrded 
by  the  approbation  of  their  people.  They 
wish  to  please  their  people,  as  far  as  they 
can,  and  maintain  a  good  conscience.— 
Hence,  they  are  in  danger  of  giving  w  ay 
to  considerations  of  prudence.  They 
are  in  danger  of  thinking  that  the  present 
time  is  not  the  best  time  to  preacli  these 
truths.  'ITiey  intend  to  preach  them 
faithfully,  and  some  time,  but  ihey  are 
I  waiting  for  a  better  opportunity.  And  so, 
they  wait,  and  wait,  and  wait ;  but  that 
better  opportunity  never  comes;  and 
these  unpleasant  doctrines  are  never 
preached.  1  am  inclined  to  think  that 
this  is  often  the  case  with  those  ministers 
who  believe  these  doctrines  to  be  true, 
and  yet  ilonot  preach  them  fully. 

P.  1  have  one  more  objection  against 
the  preaching  of  these  doctrines.  It  is 
this  :  practical  discourses  are  much  iiiore 
necessary  and  useful.  It  is  not  so  much 
matter  what  men  believe,  as  what  they 
do.  Men  do  not  so  mucli  nee<l  to  be  in¬ 
formed  what  to  believe,  as  what  to  do. — 
'fhey  need  to  have  their  duty  set  before 
them,  and  have  motives  presented  to  per¬ 
suade  them  to  comply  with  it. 

*M.  1  have  several  answers  to  this  ob¬ 
jection. 

1.  It  is  important  that  men  should  be¬ 
lieve  right.  Go»l  requires  men  to  believe 
what  he  has  said,  as  much  as  he  requires 
them  to  do  what  he  has  commanded.— 
To  say  that  it  is  not  much  matter  what  a 
man  believes,  is  to  say  that  it  is  not  much 
matter  what  he  thinks  of  God  ;  whether 
he  thinks  him  an  infinitely  w  isc  and  ^od 
being,  or  tlie  contrary  ;  whether  he  thinks 


On  the  Punishment  the  Law  threatened  to  Jldam. 


175 


him  holy,  just,  ami  true,  or  the  reVcrse. 
It  is  to  say,  that  it  is  not  much  mutter 
what  a  man  thinks  of  Gotl’s  law  ;  wlieth- 
er  he  thinks  it  reasonable  and  right,  or 
unreasonable  and  tyrannical ;  whether 
he  thinks  he  ought  to  obey  that  law,  or  to 
trample  it  under  foot ;  whether  he  thinks 
he  has  any  duties  to  discharge  towards 
God,  or  the  contrary.  It  is  to  say,  that 
it  is  not  much  matter  what  he  thinks  of  his 
duty  to  man  ;  whether  he  thinks  he  ought 
to  do  justly  and  love  mercy,  or  the  con¬ 
trary.  It  is  to  say, that  it  is  not  much  mat¬ 
ter  what  he  thinks  of  the  conseqences  of 
sin  ;  whether  he  tliinks  it  will  lead  to  any 
punishment  in  this  worhl,  or  the  world  to 
come ;  whethe<*  he  thinks  God  is  angry 
with  the  wicked,  or  pleased  with  tlieir 
wickedness.  It  is  to  say,  that  it  is  not 
much  matter  what  be  thinks  of  the  way 
of  salvation  ;  wliether  he  has  a  correct 
view  of  the  conditions  on  which  pardon 
and  eternal  life  are  ottered,  or  whether 
he  altogether  misunderstands  those  con¬ 
ditions.  It  is  absurd,  therefore,  for  any 
one  to  say,  that  it  is  not  much  matter 
what  men  believe. 

2.  Belief  is  the  foundation  of  practice. 
A  man’s  life  will  never  be  any  better  than 
his  belief.  If  he  errs  in  opinion  respec¬ 
ting  his  duty,  he  will  err  in  practice.  If  lie 
antertains  wrong  views  of  God,  he  will 
entertain  wrong  views  of  the  way  of 
pleasing  him.  If  he  thinks  Jehovah  is 
such  a  being  as  Ju;;gernaut,  and  de>ires 
to  please  him,  he  will  endeavor  to  <lo  it, 
by  engaging  in  those  obscene  and  bloody 
rites,  which  are  most  likely  to  be  pleasing 
to  such  a  character. 

3.  Doctrines  furnish  the  motives  to 
practice.  The  preceptive  part  of  the  bi- 
ble  must  be  preached,  to  let  men  see 
what  their  duty  is,  and  the  doctrinal  part, 
to  furnish  the  motives  to  obedience;  for 
it  b  the  great  doctrines  of  the  bible  which 
furnish  the  most  powerful  motives.  A 
minister  may  preach  elo((uently  on  the 
duty  of  practisinjv  the  moral  virtues,  and 
leading  a  good  life,  but  if  he  does  not 
preach  the  great  doctrines  of  the  bible,  he 
will  not  furnish  adei^uate  motives,  and 
will  not  persuade  his  people  to  comply 
with  his  directions.  The  experiment  has 
been  often  tried,  and  always  with  the 
same  result.  Preaching  moiTility  never 
will  awake  the  dead. 

4.  The  doctrines  against  which  you  ob¬ 


ject,  are  rich  in  practical  consc(|uence9. 
How  large  a  part  of  practical  religion  con¬ 
sists  in  confidence  in  God,  and  submis¬ 
sion  to  his  will ;  and  in  patience,  meek¬ 
ness,  and  forbearance  towards  our  fellow 
men  !  Rut  these  lessons  are  most  eftec- 
tually  taught,  by  the  doctrine  of  the  uni¬ 
versal  decrees  and  government  of  God# 
Take  notice  of  the  events  of  a  single  day. 
How  many  things  take  place  difterentiy 
from  what  we  could  wish  ?  And  how  of¬ 
ten  have  we  occasion  to  reduce  this  doc¬ 
trine  to  practice,  and  say,  “  It  is  the  Lord, 
let  him  do  what  seemeth  him  good.”— 
How  often  are  we  disposed  to  indulge  in 
tormenting  anxiety  respecting  the  future, 
and  in  unavailing  regret  respecting  the 
past?  How  often  are  we  disposed  to 
distress  ourselves  with  regard  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  our  fellow  men,  and  to  be  cast 
down  at  their  unkind  treatment  of  us? 
'riiink  of  these  things,  and  you  will  be  \ 
convinced,  that  no  subject  is  so  practical 
in  its  tendency,  or  of  so  freejuent  practi¬ 
cal  use,  as  the  doctrine  of  the  universal 
decrees  and  government  of  God,  which 
teaches  that  infinite  wisdom  and  good¬ 
ness  direct  all  events  in  the  best  possible 
manner. 

(To  be  concluded.) 

On  the  Punishment  threatened  to  Adam. 

VN  hat  punishment  the  law  threatened 
to  Atlam  in  case  of  disobedience.  The 
words  of  the  law  are  plain  and  explicit. 

“  Hut  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil,  thou  shalt  not  eat  of  it:  for  in 
the  day  tliat  thou  eatest  thereof,  thou  shalt 
surely  die.”  There  can  be  no  question, 
whether  this  law  threatened  death,  as  a 
punishment  to  Adam,  in  case  of  his  diso¬ 
bedience  ;  but  it  is  a  very  important  ques¬ 
tion,  what  kind  of  death  was  intended.— 
'riiere  are  three  kinds  of  death  mention¬ 
ed  in  scripture ;  namely,  death  temporal, 
death  spiritual,  and  death  eternal.  Tho* 

{  all  these  kinds  of  death  have  been  actual¬ 
ly  intticted  upon  some  of  mankind  ;  yet 
tneie  is  no  reason  to  believe,  that  they 
w  ere  all  threatened  to  Adam,  in  case  he 
sliould  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit.  I  shall, 
therefore,  only  inquire  which  of  these 
deaths  God  really  threatened  to  the  first 
man  for  his  first  ottence. 

1.  It  is  not  to  be  supfmsed,  that  he 
threatened  l\iin  with  mere  temporal  deatl^ 
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or  dissolution  of  tl»e  connexion  be¬ 
tween  the  soul  and  body.  Tliis  \\\m  not 
a  punishujent  equal  to  tlje  demerit  ot  sin, 
and  therefore  could  not  be  tl>e  punishment 
whieli  was  threatened,  ^"o  temporary 
punisInu'.Mit  was  adequate  to  the  j^uilt  ot 
transgressing  a  law  clothed  with  tin*  high¬ 
est  auti\ority  in  the  universe.  It  is  true, 
human  laws  threaten  only  temporal  death 
for  tl'.e  higiiest  Cl  ifnes.  This  is  because 
th«*v  ratoioi  indict  a  greater  punislunent, 
ami  beca’ise  tliey  do  not  mean  to  p^ni^h 
^in  as  r  really  deserves,  but  only  as  it  is 
nev.v*>sai  V  !«»  punish  it  in  ol  der  to  preserve 
tlu  peace,  and  promote  the  good  of  civil 
Sonet  V.  Whereas  it  belotigs  to  tioil,  as 
I  lie  'luprcme  lluler,  to  punidi  sin  accor¬ 
ding  to  its  just  rleserl.  It  would  have 
I  bi'im  deiog<U<*ry  to  God,  to  have  threat¬ 
ened  Adam  witli  mere  temporal  death, 
for  breaking  his  ludy  law,  which  deserved 
eternal  destruction.  We  must  su])j»ose, 
ther«‘fo!  e,  that  lie  threatened  to  treat  him 
accoidiiig  to  ins  desert,  which  required  a 
puniiliiiieot  far  greater  tlian  the  mere  tlis- 
soliition  of  the  connexion  between  soul 
and  bodv.  lie^ides,  it  is  apparent  that 
temporal  death  was  not  threatened  until 
after  lie  had  sinned,  repented,  ami  was 
forgiven;  and  cons'*quenfly  it  could  not 
be  tlie  punishment  contained  in  the  first 
threatening. 

i?.  'rhe  deatli  wliicli  God  threatened  to 
Adaiq,  for  eating  the  forhiddeu  fruit,  was 
not  apivitnal  death.  By  spiritual  death 
is  meant  what  is  directly  opposite  to  spir¬ 
itual  lile.  Accordingly,  the  scripture 
sets  tliese  two  kind>  of  death  in  contrast. 
Paul  tells  t!ie  Ghristians  at  Rome,  “  To 
be  Ciunally  minded  is  deatli ;  but  to  be 
spiritually  miiuled  is  life  and  peace.’* — 
Atnl  lie  tells  the  believers  at  iiphesus, 
“  You  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead 
in  t^e^passes  and  sifi'i.  But  God,  who  is 
rich  in  mercy, for  his  great  love  wherewith 
he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead  in 
sins,  hath  quickened  us  together,  with 
t’h'ist.”  .lohn  tells  his  Christian  breth- 
ven,  We  know  that  we  have  jiassed 
from  death  unto  life  ;  because  vve  lovi* 
the  hret'ire".  lie  that  Joveth  not  his 
brother  ill  tfl,  ‘h  in  'ieath.’'  Here  spirit¬ 
ual  deitli  is  bet  in  direct  contrast  with 
spiritual  lit  ;  ami  spiritual  life  is  re];re- 
sente<!  as  consisting  in  holv  love.  He 
that  has  true  love  to  ('hristiaiis  has  pas¬ 
sed  from  spiritual  death  to  spiritual 


life ;  and  he  that  is  dcstitue  of  true  brotti 
Cl  ly  love,  abides  in  spiritual  death.  If 
then  spiritual  life  consists  in  holy  love, 
spiritual  deatli  which  is  directly  the  op- 
posile  of  holy  love,  must  consist  in  no¬ 
thing  but  seltishnes?,  which  is  the  essence 
of  all  sin.  It  is  just  ascertain,  thatspir- 
itual  aieatli  consists  in  sinful  exercises  of 
heart,  as  that  s|)iritual  life  consists  in  ho¬ 
ly  exercises  of  heart.  Tliis  account  of 
spiritual  life  and  of  spiritual  deatli,  is  a- 
greeable  to  the  great  law  of  love,  and  to 
the  whole  current  of  scripture,  as  well  as 
to  the  experience  of  both  saints  and  sin¬ 
ners,  Saints  experience  no  otlier  spirit¬ 
ual  life,  than  that  which  consists  in  henev- 
olciit  and  gracious  exercises.  And  those 
who  are  spiritually  dead,  enjoy  natural 
and  rational  life,  and  experience  no  other 
ileatli,  than  that  which  consists  in  selfish 
and  sinful  exercises.  This,  it  is  coiicei- 
ve<l,  is  a  just  ami  complete  description  of 
spiritual  death,  in  disliiicrmn  from  tem¬ 
poral  and  eternal  deatli.  Sjiiritual  death 
IS  nothing  more  nor  less  tliaii  sin  itself. — 
Now  can  we  suppo^^e,  that  when  God 
sail!  to  Adam,  “  In  the  <lay  tliatthou  shalt 
eat  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good 
and  t‘vil,  thou  shalt  surely  die,”  he  meant 
to  threaten  no  other  than  spiritual  death  r 
Can  we  supp<‘se  that  he  threateiuMl  to 
puni.di  him  for  his  first  transgres‘iion, 
with  the  first  transgression  itself,  which 
w  as  the  only  thing,  for  which  ho  deserved 
to  1)0  punislied  r  It  is  impossible  to  con¬ 
ceive,  that  his /ir>7  sin  should  have  been 
any  |)unishmeMt  at  all.  It.  could  not 
ha\ebcen  ihe  puiil'hmenf  of  any  prei'inus 
sin,  for  lie  had  committeil  no  sin  b»*fore. 
If  could  not  have  been  a  punishment  of 
itself,  for  he  had  deservi*d  no  punish¬ 
ment,  until  after  he  laid  actually  cominit- 
ted  it.  It  could  not  have  been  a  punish¬ 
ment  fu*  any  future  sin,  for  the  threaten¬ 
ing  had  resjUM  t  to  that  first  sin,  and  to- 
that  only.  'l\»  suppose,  that  God  Ihreat- 
eued  Ailam  w  ith,  only  spiritual  ilcath,  if 
he  should  eat  of  tlie  forbidden  fruit,  is  to 
suppose,  that  his  threatening  had  no  mean¬ 
ing  at  all.  For  if  Adam  had  oaten  of  tiie 
forbidden  fruit,  he  would  have  died  a 
spiritual  death,  that  is,  become  a  sinner, 
if  there  had  been  no  threatening  at  all. — 
Supposing  he  had  killed  Fve,  against 
which  we  find  no  threatening ;  would  it 
not  have  been  true,  that  in  the  day  hf 
killed  her,  he  would  have  died  a  spiritual 


On  the  Punishment  the  law  threatened  to  Jidam — Remarks  on  Rom.  ix.  181 


<1eatb,  or  become  a  sinner  ?  But  in  that  i 
case,  would  his  becoming  a  sinner  have 
been  a  punishment  for  iiis  murder?  Sin, 
and  the  punishment  of  sin  cannot  be  the 
same,  and  theiefore  spiritual  dealh  could 
r»ot  have  been  the  puiiisluuent,  which  was 
threatened  to  Adam,  for  ealino:  the  for¬ 
bidden  fruit.  But  if  the  death  tlire^teii- 
ed  to  Adam  was  neither  spiritual,  nor 
temporal  death,  then  the  question  still 
returns,  what  death  was  it?  In  answer 
to  this,  I  observe, 

3.  That  it  was  eternal  death,  or  ever¬ 
lasting  punishment. 

The  Assembly  of  divines  say,  “  Sin  de¬ 
serves  God’s  wrath  and  curse  both  in  this 
life,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come.”  This 
is  what  Adam  justly  deserved  for  diso¬ 
beying  a  diviue  prohibition  clothed  uith 
infinite  authority.  It  became  the  su¬ 
preme  Lawgiver  to  threaten  everlasting 
jjiinishmcnt  to  the  first  transgressor  of  his 
noly  law.  Nor  could  he,  consistently 
with  his  perfect  rectitude,  have  threaten¬ 
ed  a  punishment  of  less  magnitude,  or 
shorter  duration.  Surely  sin  was  as 
great  an  evil  in  Adam, as  in  his  posterity, 
and  deserved  as  heavy  a  punishment.— 
But  we  find,  that  God  has  threatened  e- 
ternal  death,  or  everlasting  punishment 
to  his  posterity,  for  the  least  transgression 
of  his  holy  law.  It  is  written,  “  Cursed 
is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all 
things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of 
the  law  to  do  them.*'  “The  soul  that 
*inneth  it  shall  die.”  “  The  wicked 
fchall  be  turned  into  hell,  with  all  the  na¬ 
tions  that  forget  God.”  “The  wages  of 
sin  is  death  :  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eter¬ 
nal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  oui  Lord.*’ 
This  death,  which  is  the  wages  of  sin,  and 
which  is  set  in  direct  oppiKition  to  eternal 
life,  must  mean  eternal  death,  or  everlast¬ 
ing  punishment.  Our  Saviour  plainly 
taught,  that  eternal  death  or  endless  mis- 
erv  is  the  proper  punishment  of  sin.  He 
laid  to  the  unbelieving  Jews,  “  If  ye  be¬ 
lieve  not  that  1  am  he,  ye  sliall  die  in 
your  sins.”  He  said,  “  He  tha^  bcliev- 
eth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life  :  and 
he  that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall  not 
see  life.”  lie  said,  “  He  that  believeth 
and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved;  but  he 
that  believeth  i.ot  shall  be  ilamned.*’  And 
he  explained  what  he  meant  by  these  dec¬ 
orations,  in  the  account  he  gave  of  the 
process  of  the  last  day.  “  Then  shall  the 


King  say  unto  them  on  his  right  hand, 
(.’ome,  ye  bles.->ed  of  my  Father,  inherit 
the  kingdom  prepared  fur  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  Then  shall  he 
say  also  unto  them  on  the  left  hand.  De¬ 
part  from  me,  ye  cursed  into  everlasting 
tire  prepared  for  the  ilevil  and  his  angels. 
And  these  shall  go  aw  ay  into  everlasting 
punishment ;  but  tlie  righteous  into  life 
enternal.”  Thus  it  appears  that  the 
death,  which  is  threatened  to  sinners,  and 
which  will  be  actually  inflicted  upon  the 
finally  impenitent,  and  the  proper  wages 
of  their  sin,  is  eternal  death,  or  everlast¬ 
ing  punishment.  And  may  we  not  hence 
conclude,  that  the  death  tlireatened  to 
Adam  for  his  first  transgression,  w'as  no 
<nher  than  eternal  «leath,  the  only  ade¬ 
quate  punishment  for  the  least  violation 
of  a  divine  law  ? 

THOUGHTS  ON  ROMANS  ix.S. 

It  is  principally  owing  to  want  of  a  be¬ 
nevolent  spirit,  that  we  find  so  iiuch  difli- 
culty  in  uiidtri^tanding  tlie  hencvolert  du¬ 
ties  and  doctrines  «if  the  go>pcl.  \V>  ought 
to  rea<l  the  bible  with  goofl  and  honest 
Jiearts,  which  is  very  lucessai y  in  order  tn 
understand  the  true  mcaoirg  of  the  inspir¬ 
ed  wriKrs.  And  this  is  more  especially 
Ilf  cessary,  when  we  attend  to  that  noted 
ex|>rtssion  of  the-  apofetle  Paul  in  the  ninth 
of  Uonians,  which  has  given  much  trouble, 
not  only  to  common  readers,  l)ut  to  U  arned 
expositors.  The  passage  referred  to  ir 
that  in  which  he  says,  “  For  i  covld  ivish 
that  my  ml/  werr  accursed  from  Christ  for 
mu  brethren ^  my  kinsmen  acco'^ding  to  the 
Jieshr 

Here  the  first  thing  to  he  considered  is, 
t!ic  impoi  t  of  the  apostle’s  wish,  iimme. 
suppose,  by  the  phrase,  “  I  criilcl  wis!»  that 
jn\self  were  accursed  from  Christ,”  the  a- 
postle  meant  to  refer  to  his  former  fteiings, 
liefore  he  embraced  the  gosp-l,  and  there¬ 
fore  would  read  the  text  thus  :  “  1  did  wish 
tliat  myself  were  accursed  from  Christ.” — 
'I'o  confirm  this  sense,  they  allege,  that  the 
original  will  bear  this  construction.  Ku* 
siipjjosing  the  iTrcek  word  would  bear  tct 
he  rendered  in  the  past  tense  as  w'ell  as  the 
present ;  yet  the  latter  part  of  the  verse 
forbids  such  a  translation.  For  though  the 
apostle  niight,  iii  his  former  zeal  and  oppo 
sition  to  the  gospel,  wish  himself  accursed 
trom  Christ,  yet  there  is  no  reason  to  think, 
that  he  then  wislied  this,  “for  his  breth¬ 
ren,  his  kinsmen  according  to  the  flesh.”— 
Some,  however,  would  sotten  his  wish,  by 
supposing  he  meant  to  say,  that  **  he  coul«l 
be  w  illing  to  be  accursed,  that  is,  to  be  sep- 
arabedf  or  excommunirated  from  the  church 
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of  Christ,  if  that  would  promote  and  secure 
the  salvation  of  the  Jews.  But  this  appears 
to  be  a  mere  evasion,  rather  than  a  fair 
and  sober  explanation  of  the  text.  Though 
the  Jewish  church  did  sometimes  anathe¬ 
matize  *ir  exconiniunh  ate  unworthy  mem¬ 
bers,  yet  there  is  no  ground  to  imagine, 
that  the  anostle  meant  no  more  by  being 
accursed  from  Clirist,  than  barely  being 
cast  out  of  the  church,  for  the  sake  of  sav¬ 
ing  the  Jewish  nation.  He  undoubtedly  ut 
tered  a  n>ore  noble  and  biuevolent  wish, 
than  a  mere  willingness  to  be  excommuni¬ 
cated,  without  any  fault,  from  the  church 
of  Christ,  to  prevent  the  everlasting  ruin, 
and  promote  the  everlasting  happiness,  of 
millions  of  his  unbelieving  brethren.  The 
•juestion,  then,  returns.  What  did  he  mean 
by  saying,  “  I  could  wish  that  myself  were 
accursed  from  Christ  for  my  brethren,  my 
kinsmen  according  to  the  flesh  The  an¬ 
swer  is  plain.  He  intended  to  express  that 
pure,  disinterested,  and  ardent  benevolenc* 
for  his  own  nation,  which  his  words  most 
naturally  mean.  He  meant  to  sav,  that  he 
could  sincerely  wish  to  be  separated  from 
Christ  and  all  good  foii«ver,  if  that  could 
effectually  prevent  the  eternal  ruin  of  his 
sinful  and  unbelieving  nation.  This  is  not 
only  the  plain  meaning  of  his  words  sepa 
rately  considered,  but  the  meaning  which 
#ic  context  constrains  us  to  put  upon  them 
They  stand  intimately  connected  with  the 
four  preceding  verses,  which  are  these :  “  I 
am  persuaded  that  neither  death,  nor  life, 
nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers, 
nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature 
shall  be  able  \.ose/iaratr  us  from  the  love  of 
God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  I 
say  the  truth  in  Christ,  I  lie  not,  my  con¬ 
science  also  bearing  me  witness  in  the  Holy 
Ghost,  that  I  have  great  heaviness  and 
continual  sorrow  in  my  heart. ,  For  I  could 
wish  that  myself  were  accursed  from  Christ 
for  my  brethren,  my  kinsmen  according  to 
the  flesh.**  This  wus  as  much  :’s  to  say, 
“  though  I  am  fully  assured  that  I  am  cor¬ 
dially  united  to  Christ,  and  nothing  can  ev¬ 
er  separate  me  from  him  ;  yet  I  have  such 
a  tender  and  compassionate  concern  for  my 
}wor,  perishing  nation,  that  I  could  be  wil¬ 
ling  that  my  own  union  to  Christ  and  title 
to  happiness  might  be  dissolved,  if  such  a 
sacrilice  of  my  own  eternal  good  might  be 
the  means  of  their  union  to  Christ  and  en 
joyment  of  heaven.  And  this  wish  I  so¬ 
lemnly  declare  is  agreeable  to  the  dictates 
of  my  conscience  and  the  real  feelings  of 
my  heart.**  When  the  apostle  speaks  with 
io  much  deliberation  and  solemnity,  we 
must  suppose  he  means  to  speak  plainly, 
without  the  least  ambiguity  or  disguise. — 
And  if  we  can  believe  his  declaration  and 
ilnderstand  his  meaning  when  he  means  to 


Some  of  the  advantages  of  Sickness. 

Sickness,  it  is  commonly  supposed,  is  as 
sore  an  evil,  as  God  permits  to  visit  us. — 
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Some  of  the  Advania^es  of  Sicl  nefis. 


Nothing,  in  the  first  place,  so  eflectually 
convinces  us  of  our  dependence  on  out 
heavenly  Father,  and  of  our  obligation  to 
Him  for  the  common  blessings  of  l»is  prov¬ 
idence.  When  enjoying  a  sound  state  of 
health,  we  are  apt  to  forget  that  the  arir 
of  God  is  constantly  upholding  us,  an<i  that 
hrs  boundless  charity  is  unceasingly  flow¬ 
ing  in  upon  us,  aud  around  us,  and  tilling  ns 
with  life  and  joy.  \V>  breathe  the  air 
which  he  diffuses  around  us;  we  lie  down 
at  night  under  his  protection,  and  are  awa¬ 
ked  to  activity  again,  by  his  gentle  hanfl ; 
and  who  realises  this  so  much,  as  the  man 
who  has  just  risen  from  the  bed  of  sickness, 
where  perhaps  the  fire  of  some  fever  has 
heated  the  veiy  air  he  has  breathed,  and 
convened  the  delicacies  of  life,  and  even 
the  very  down  on  which  he  has  reposed, 
into  instruments  of  pain  ?  “  A  night’s  rest, 
ora  comfortable  meal,”  says  Dr.  Pahy 
“  should  immediately  direct  our  gratitude 
to  God.  The  use  of  cur  limbs,  the  pos¬ 
session  of  our  senses,  every  degree  of 
health,  every  hour  of  ease,  every  sort  of 
satisfaction  which  we  enjoy,  should  can) 
our  thoughts  to  this  same  object.”  Sick 
ness  also,  has  a  tenatney  to  soften  the 
heart,  and  awaken  our  tenderest  sympa 
tines  for  our  suffering  fellow -men.  It 
teaches  us  very  forcibly  the  uncertainty  of 
life,  and  all  its  enjoyment.  It  teaches  iht 
vanity  of  human  distinctions  ;  of  wealth,  of 
beauty,  of  power,  and  of  all  tlie  ptimp  and  I 
splctidour  of  the  great.  “  Hind  tlie  wreath  ' 
of  laurel  .iron nd  the  sick  man’s  brow,”  says 
an  eloquent  divine,  **  and  see  if  it  will  as¬ 
suage  his  aching  temples.  Spread  before 
him  the  deeds  and  instnnncnts,  which 
prove  him  the  lord  of  innumerable  posses¬ 
sions,  &  see  if  you  can  beguile  him  of  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  anguish  ;  see  if  he  will  not  give  you 
up  those  barren  parchments  for  one  drop 
of  cool  water,  one  draught  of  pure  air.  Go, 
tell  him,  when  a  fever  rages  through  his 
veins  that  his  table  smokes  with  luxuries, 
and  that  the  wine  moveih  itself  aright,  and 
giv«‘lh  its  colour  in  the  cup,  and  sec  if  this 
will  calnT  his  throbbing  pulse.  Tell  him, 
as  he  lies  prostrate,  helpless,  and  sinking 
with  debility,  that  the  song  and  dance  are 
ready  to  begin,  and  that  all  without  him  is 
life,  alacrity  and  joj*.  Nay,  moi’e,  place  in 
his  motionless  hand  the  sceptre  of  a  migh¬ 
ty  empire,  and  see  if  he  will  be  eager  to 
grasj)  It.  'I'he  eye  of  Caesar  could  not  re  • 
gain  its  Iusti-e  by  the  recollection,  that  its 
bt-nd  could  awe  the  woi-ld,”  norhisshak 
ing  limbs  be  quieted  by  remembering,  that 
his  nod  could  command  obedience  from 
millions  of  slaves.”  It  is  the  tendency  of 
sickness  also,  to  shew  us  our  dependence 
on  each  other  and  thus  to  strengthen  the 
bonds  of  friendship  and  love.  It  shews  us 
most  forcibly  the  value  of  health,  and  if  it 


is  permitted  to  perfect  its  work,  it  will  not 
’eave  ns  without  kindling  in  our  bosoms  a 
glow  of  gratitude  towards  our  heavenly 
Htiiefactor,  which  will  waim  and  cheer 
the  soul  in  its  pn>gress  to  eternity.  Sick¬ 
ness  also  is  a  trieiK’ly  monitor,  which  bids 
os  prepare  for  death.  When  our  course  as 
«e  advance  in  life  is  smooth,  when  the  un¬ 
ruffled  stream  slides  along,  and  the  balmy' 
zephyrs  breath  upor  our  little  bark,  we  are 
in  danger  of  being  lulled  to  repose,  and  to 
forget  that  ere  long  we  shall  be  borne  to 
the  brink  of  an  awful  precipice.  How- 
kind  then  this  heavenly  messenger,  to  wake 
us  from  our  slumbers,  and  admonish  us  of 
our  mortality.  A  heathen  priocc  on«e  re¬ 
quired  a  servant  to  come  into  his  bed-cham¬ 
ber  every  morning,  and  admonish  him  that 
he  was  but  a  man,  and  must  soon  die.— - 
This  was  tnilv  honorable  to  him,  but  how 
mneb  more  effectual  had  been  the  adinoni- 
lion,  if  he  had  been  laid  occasionally  on  a 
bed  of  sickness,  and  the  sceptre  of  domin¬ 
ion  had  fallen  from  his  hand.  Sickness 
also  presents  an  occasion  for  the  exercise  of 
fortitmie,  of  patience,  and  of  all  those  Chris¬ 
tian  graces  which  constitute  what  is  termed 
resignation.  Where  then  is  the  evil  of  this 
supposed  enemy  to  our  peace  and  our  hap¬ 
piness  ?  Is  it  not  the  dictate  of  reason,  Rf- 
well  as  of  revelation,  “  it  is  goo<l  for  me 
Ml  at  1  have  been  afflicted  W’e  confi¬ 
dently  believe  it  is,  unless  the  fault  is  our 
own;  and  were  the  questituB  put  to  us — 
should  you  then  really  esteem  it  a  blessing 
to  be  laid  at  times  on  the  bed  of  sickness.* 
we  should  readily  answer,  yes,  and  we  en¬ 
vy  not  the  man  on  whom  this  blessing  in 
disguise  has  never  fallen. — Chr.  S/iec. 

INDUSTRY. 

Among  the  means  on  which  the  poblic 
prosperity  depends,  industry  holds  a  tlistin- 
guished  place.  Few  of  our  enjoyments  in¬ 
deed,  are  derived  from  any  other  source  ; — 
and  without  the  agency  of  industry,  all  our 
hopes  of  future  prosperity  must  wither  and 
die.  To  many  of  the  vices  which  debase  8c 
impoverish  niankind.it  proves  the  most  effi¬ 
cacious  ahtidote  ;  and,  as  the  foundation  of 
public  as  well  as  private  wealth,  has  undis¬ 
puted  claims  to  legislative  consideration.— 
By  the  power  of  industry,  the  American 
wilderness  has  been  reclainied,  8c  our  fields, 
enriched  by  culture,  are  made  to  teem  with 
plenty.  Industiy  has  erected  our  temples 
of  religion,  of  learning,  and  of  justice.  It 
has  raised  and  furnished,  and  beautified 
our  habitations:  built  and  navigated  our 
ships,  and  filled  our  stores  and  garners  with 
the  products  of  various  cKmes.  Industiy. 
in  fine,  has  established  and  is  perfecting  our 
various  manufactures,  and  is  rendering 
them  productive  sources  of  individu^ 
wealth  and  comfort, — Bruokt. 


Miscellaneous  Piecei 


Periodical  Piihlications. 

A  writer  in  tlie  Chnstian  Herald,  after 
very  justly  noticing  the  benefit  resultine 
from  religious  periodic  il  publications,  points 
out  these  evils  as  connected  with  them : — 
1.  Hestowing  too  rhuch  praise  on  human  a- 
gents.  2.  Promoting  exclusively  sectarian 
hitcrests.  3.  Speculating;  on  useless  sua- 
jects  in  theology.  4.  Calculating  too  inucli 
on  the  present  prospentiis  state  of  rrligion, 
whereby  exertion  may  be  relaxed,  ami  the 
church  be  unprepared  for  suftcring  and  ad¬ 
verse  times. — Bost.  Recorder, 


the  penalty  of  three  dollars  for  every  ot' 
fence,  if  free,  or  20  laslics  on  the  bare  back  ; 
or  if  slaves  20  lu:ihcs.  It  subjects  white 
poraons  to  the  same  penalty — and  enjoins 
on  all  inagistrate.-.  and  slieri.^fs,  under  jieh- 
aUy  c>f  eight  dollars,  for  refusing  to  execute 
the  law.  'I'hc  inforiTicr  is  to  have  the 
whole  of  the  f»oe. 

“  Behold  the  tears  of  the  oppressed  !  On 
the  side  of  their  oppressors  there  is  power 
— hut  they  have  no  comforter,”  no  resource 
under  heaven.  Weil  may  even  a  JefTersoa 
“treinlile  for  his  connti*y,”  uiaier  the  tei- 
rible  rt Section  that  divine  justice  “caniiol 
sleep  forever.” — Palladiuni. 


Presbyterian  Synod. 

A  Presbyterian  Synod  has  existed  for 
-.ome  time  iu  W'^est  'I'ennesscc  and  tlie 
southwestern  counties  of  Kentucky,  net  in 
connexion  with  the  General  Assembly  cf 
the  Presbyterian  Church. — Il.id. 

Itevivals  in  Connecticut. 

The  General  Associ.ition  of  tlic  clergy  of 
Connecticut  held  its  annual  session  at 
Thompson,  last  week.  Very  iiUeiestiiig 
accounts  were  given  from  the  various  as¬ 
sociations,  of  the  wondeiiul  work  tif  divine 
grace,  which  has  been  going  on  in  that 
state,  during  the  year.  \Vc  learn  from  a 
gentleman  who  was  present,  tl.at  it  was 
found  that,  of  tv^o  hundred  and  seven  con¬ 
gregational  churches  in  the  state,  eighty 
had  been  visited  with  revivals.  The  whole 
number  received  into  these  churches  is  a- 
bout  five  thousand,  and  many  more  still  re¬ 
main  as  fruits  of  the  work. — Boat.  Recorder 
''/June  30. 

Tennessee  Theological  Scmiiiarri. 

The  Rev.  Austin  Dickinson,  was  in  New 
Oilcans,  April  6,  soliciting  subscriptions 
for  the  Soutliern  and  Western  'I’lieoiogital 
Seminary,  established  in  Tetinessee.  (i. 
\V.  Morgan,  A.  L.  Duncan  and  Alfred 
Kerman,  cordially  adopt  the  language  of 
Gen.  Jackson  in  his  letter  of  introduction 
addressed  to  the  citizens  at  large  : — 

“  Virtue  cannot  exist  without  morality 
and  religion  ;  and  without  virtue,  republi 
canism  cannot  be  perpetuated.  1  tlicre- 
fore  recoaifnend  to  ail  gootl  citizens,  the 
propriety  of  aiding  this  infaiit  Institution, 
by  their  liberal  support,  by  which  alone  it 
tan  grow  into  usetulm-s:'.  Proui  this  Insii- 
tution,  lights  may  ari-.t-  that  m.iy  give  ii!)- 
erty  to  thousands,  and  happiiieso  beyoud  the 
grave  to  imliions.” 


Mission  Church. 

The  f)hio  Mission  Church  whidi  va; 
formed  by  tiic  Rev.  Messrs.  Badger  &  Lca- 
lie,  it  is  probable  will  be  taken  under  th- 
patronage  of  this  society,  fc  v/hen  nioddel 
ed  according  to  the  established  prineijrie  c* 
the  society,  will  he  sent  lorward  to  occup* 
a  third  station  among  the  W’estern  Ir.d’r.n!- 
Rev.  Mr.  Leslie,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Giddn.ip, 
have  been  appointed  Coinini.ssioners  to  e.v 
})lorc  the  Indian  country  on  both  sid*  >  thf 
Missouri,  as  far  as  the  Council  Blun» — 1«. 
visit  several  Indian  tribes — ascertain  then 
local  position,  population,  habits  and  chat 
acter — form  a  covenant  with  one  or  niore 
and  embody  the  infonnatioTi  they  niay  oei 
Icct,  in  a  report,  which  may  facilitate  ant 
extend  the  future  opcrutiims  of  the  Boart.. 

Bofit.  Recorder. 


Scrap. 

When  I  meet  with  a  person  who  is  i»ji 
ever  complaining  of  the  ticubles  and  vexa 
lions  of  life,  I  am  apt  to  suspect  that  he  has 
not  yet  learned  to  be  huliituaiiy  resigned  t» 
the  ullotnients  of  Providence. — Chrmtiur. 
S/iectuior. 

'I'hc  I'reasuer  of  the  American  Board  o" 
Coniinissioners  of  Foreign  Missions,  re 
ceived,  during  the  month  preceding  Ma* 
inh,  S4,ir7  S8. 


NATLRM.  rmioi  ocv. 

Dim  ks  da:  burt'UweU  boaius  of  laoou  ao'I 

SiHIS 

To  lonely,  weary,  wan<bTiii«;  liavellers.. 

Is  reason  to  tb«sui;l ;  and  as  on 
'riios**  roliiiig  fires  discover  bni  ibe  sky. 

Not  li;;ht  ns  here,  so  reason’s  ^lioimei  in^  inf 
.»s  lent,  not  to  assure  oiir  iloublfnl  v.ay, 
But  guide  us  Uijv*  ard  to  a  better  day. 

And  as  tliose  iHj^blly  tapers  disappear. 

When  daj’s  bright  lord  ascends  our  heiu- 
isphere. 

So  pale  grows  Reason  in  Religion’s  sight, 
bo  dies,  and  so  dissolves  in  supernatural 


Uorrors  of  Slavery. 

There  is  now  a  law  in  the  state  cf  Vir¬ 
ginia,  which  took  place  the  first  day  of  Jan¬ 
uary  1820,  which  prohibits  schools  being 
kept  for  fcaching  colored  peopl?,  niulcr 
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